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ENTERTAINMENT TAX

#ive The Tax
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A TAX on entertainment Is necesaary, for
f national Income. But
nt Tax on films is exorbi
tures are no more a luxury
sity of life

exhibitor who suffers the most
high rate of the tax His
depends upon his theatre and
e films he exhiblits Apart
tax of nearly Hs 300 on every

It i=
on account of the
ldnﬂ.\‘i'-'l' pr
the quality
from paying a

Rs. 1,000 he win, the exhibitor has to
malntain & staff ar { pay for publicity and the
upkeep of the tre When he also paris
with & substd percentage to the dis-

tributor, there is precious little left

The Entertainment should therefore
pe reduced by 12-1]2 per cent for the Lower
Stalls and by 20 per cent for the Upper
Stalls

Tax

5. Narayan,
Trivandrum

Entertainment Tax—
Hindrance To Progress

AN exorbitant Entertainment Tax and a
multiple system of levy ure the greatest
hindrances to the progress of the film
Industry.

The Entertainment Tax on  fllms ranges
up to 35 per cent of the gross box-office
tnkings. This rate is higher than that on
sny other form of entertainment, including
rhelng.

In its report, the Film Engury Com-
mittee remarked that the Entertalnment Tax
has long passed the point of diminishing re-
turns and that the Industry was unable to
bear It

The multiple taxation includes import

on raw stock @nd machinery; income-
tax pdid by the artistes, producers, distri-
butors, exhibitors, technical staff and others;
licence fees; duties on electricity; and enter-
tainment, show and theatre taxes. All these
combine to sap the very life of the industry,
which has not quite recovered from the

 Past-war depression,
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—Aquil Ahmed,
Allahabad

Quality Of Films To Rlame
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The cost. of production of a Alm s
realised only when large num of people
see I It is not the weni. Tax
that prevents people from films but

thelr poor guality

India’s economic position needs the
revenue from this source and cinegoers pay
the tax willingly

M. 5. Ahuja,
Bombay
Abolish The Tax

THE motion picture provides much-

needed recreation to the publie Since the

best performances of the actors

enfertaining pyou, if gives you

[ris,

short while, from your perplexities.

and newspapers for it redaches

inclination or leisure to do so.

a stage It iz the motion pilcture
industry, represented by your local
cinema, which enables you (o see the

and
actresses om the world stage. Primarily,
it i a place of entertainment but, while
informa=
tion about all sorts of people and coun=

Your local cinema enables you to
hear opera, watch ballet, laugh at slap-
stick performances, learn something of

worries and escape, even if only for a

The appeal of the motion picture is
greater than that of books, magazines
people
who cannot read or who have mot the
It cuts

rity of cinegoers are from the middle

miwl poorer classes, the cheaper the admis-
slon prices, the better will be the attendance
al pma theatres The only wuy 0 en-

courage more people to see films i v abalish
the Entertainment Tax
The fall in clnema sitendsnce &t pre-

sent ks apparently due to the high raie of the

tax. The Government should come forward

and improve the situstion in the industry
—K. Subramaniam,
Pouna

C'ut Admission
Prices Also

FILMS are prodeced in the hope of earn-

ing legitimate returns. Thess earnings de-
pend on box-office receipla
It is not the Enterfainment Tax which

determines the margin of profit but the cost
Fabulous sums are pald to stars

The
makes

of production
and there are other expenslve
high cost of film production
theatre admission expenslve
The Entertainment
an the lower and maore
upper clagses Singe the tax
pleturegoers, they alone can urge
ment to reduce it But the
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sent are too high

—Gayathrl Saxena,
Orisa

All The World’'s A Stage

T was o British plagwright who made
the observation that all the world's

across all levels and speaks the emo-
tional language of all people. Never
has there been such a medium for pro-
pagating goodwill and understanding
and laying the foundations of peace.
You would have thought, there-
fore, that the authorities concerned
with the education of the people and
the establishment of world peace would
do all in their power (o encourage the
industry and enable os many people as
possible to visit your local cinema,
Alas!  The comtrary is true. Every
possible obstacle

the problems which arize in this and  of the industry in the form of m
other parts of the world, appreciate duties on row film and [
drama and fine acting, forget Your  theatre equipment, and  uw

censorship.  And, by imposing
Entertainment Tax, Authority

one place in 0TI
without the erpenditure of
funds, they may go both for e
ment and information. .
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