A Baw Deal

is mbundantly clear now that the film industry is on the
brink of a major erisis. It is likely to be hastened by the
i inable squabbles within the ranks of producers. The bit-
et wrangle for power and position witnessed during the recent
; A eloctions appears to persist. It is common knowledge
¢ that many membesrs of IMPPA show scant respect for parliamen-
- lary language or procedure at ils meetings, rendering the Asso-
ciation almaost ineffective. More and more people, whose status
the industry warrants their inclusion in IMPPA, are deserting
the organisation. The future looks gloomy indecd.
. An analysis of the situation proves that much of the confu-
sion which exists in the indusiry toeday is the result of the Raw
Stock Control.  In principle, everyone agrees on the need for
. control in times of emergency. But reason, rather than respect
for the letter of the law, should be exercised in enforcing res.
- trictive measures. As things stand at present, the regular pro-
~gducer is genuinely handicapped by the shorl-sighted system
under which permits are issued for raw [ilm. Ii is said thal
“nearly two hundred and eighty licences have been issued since
the (?;.wernmenl imposed contral. This figure is fantastic, con-
zidering the fact that in normal times the average number of
pictures produced every year in Bombay is only about one hun-
dred and thirty-five. A good many of these licences have not
‘been utilised at all for lack of finance by the licence-holders.
There is talk that quite a few producers who managed to secure
licences but have not the means to go into production are hawk-
ing thern surreptitiously. Because of the priority list, which
assures licences to certain categories of producers, irresps
of their financial status or creative achievements, many re
=roducers, who have contributed substantially to - the propres:
of the industry and have the capacity to produce mare than on
film at a time, are being deprived of the opportunity to do so.
As in the war days, shortage of raw stock and the inflated
returns from pictures have once again attracted a number af
speculators who are attempting to make films under banners
which, for all purposes, are defunct. ' It is this clement which is
responsible for the sudden spurt in the membership of IMPPA
When demand exceeds supply, the climate is ideal for black-
marketing, and some unscrupulous people are taking advantage
of the situation to further their own ends. Though some of the
new adventurers, who made their way into films looking for
quick returns, may temporarily succeed in their efforts,
continued presence in the industry is bound to cause great harm.
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_ It is indeed surprising that licences were issied o indiscri-
minately in the beginning, in spite of the fast that there were
two accredited representatives of the industry on the Regional
Advisory Committee who, in their turn, were advised by the
Steering Committee set up by IMPPA. 1t is not clear who is
1o be blamed for the present morass, but whoever is responsible
for it has brazenly betrayed the cause of the industry and de-
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. Though sufficient damage has b done already, due to the
ignorance or callousness of a fe vised persons, it is not
too late to safeguard the industry’s future interests. . That the
Impending crisis was foreseen by er ned men in the indus-
try long apgo is clear from the join ng of representatives
of IMPPA and the Producers’ Guild convened by the President
of the Film Federation of India on the 19th and 20th of Aupust:
The meeting was unique, inasmuch as it was one of those rare-
oecasions when members of IMPPA it of the Guild met
on the same platform in a ver b the Federa-
tion chief acting as the harb f pea unity. At that
momentous meeti iure i for the distribu-
tion of raw s i |
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